
At A GlAnce

Adversary Status
Permanency 

Hearing Before 
Final Order

Permanency 
Hearing After Final 

Order

Hearing Set Timely 14 days or 30 days 60 days 1st at 180 days, 
thereafter, 120 days

180 days, except 1st 
at 90 days if TPR

Court of Exclusive, 
Continuing Jurisdiction Yes No Yes No

Child AAL and GAL 
Appointed

No later than 14-day 
Hearing

Required before 14-
day Hearing Yes Yes

Parent Attorney Yes Yes No No

Notice of Hearing Yes Yes Yes Yes

Court Report Filed 
and Provided Yes Yes Yes Yes

Identify All Parties  
and Swear Witnesses Not Required Not Required Yes Yes

Inquire About Absent 
Parties Yes Yes Yes Yes

Inquire About Diligent 
Efforts Yes Yes Yes Yes

Address Service on 
Parties Yes Yes, if outstanding Yes, if outstanding No

Address Parentage Issues Yes Yes, if outstanding Yes, if outstanding No

Issue Orders Regarding 
Service Yes Yes, if outstanding Yes, if outstanding No

Admonish Parents of 
Right to Attorney Yes Yes Yes No

Admonish Parents of 
TPR Yes Yes Yes No

Aggravated 
Circumstances Yes No No No

Inquire About Indian 
Heritage and Document Yes Yes Yes No, unless new 

information

Indian Child Welfare Act,  
if applicable

Clear and 
convincing, expert 

testimony
Active efforts Active efforts No

Child Placement  
Resources Form Yes Yes, if outstanding No No

Child asked about 
potential placements Yes Yes Yes Yes

Initial Home Studies on 
File Yes Yes No No

Child Present No No Yes Yes
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At A GlAnce

Adversary Status
Permanency 

Hearing Before 
Final Order

Permanency 
Hearing After Final 

Order

If AAL hasn’t seen client, 
determine good cause Yes Yes Yes Yes

Review Current and 
Alternative Placement Yes Yes Yes Yes

Determine if able to 
place with relative, cite 
evidence

Yes Yes Yes No

If with relative, inform 
about PCA Yes Yes Yes Yes

Temporary Visitation 
Plan on File Yes No No No

Review Visitation Plan No Yes Yes Yes

Service Plan 
Development No Yes No No

Review Service Plan No Yes Review Compliance Review Compliance

Review Permanency Goal No No Yes Yes

Review Education Goals, 
Progress, and Needs No If needed Yes Yes

Education Decision-
0DNHU�,GHQWLÀHG No Yes Yes Yes

Review Medical Care No Yes Yes Yes

Medical Consenter 
,GHQWLÀHG Yes Yes Yes Yes

Child’s Opinion on 
Medical Care Known No No Yes Yes

Normalcy Activities No No Yes Yes

Reasonable Efforts 
Findings Required

Yes, to determine 
HYLGHQFH�VXIÀFLHQW�IRU�

TMC to DFPS
Yes, as relates to Service 

Plan Requirements
Yes, as relates to 

execution of  
Permanency Plan

Yes, as relates to 
execution of  

Permanency Plan

Determine Dismissal Date Yes Yes Yes No

Transitional Living Plan on 
File if Child is 16 or Older No No No Yes

Dept. has conducted 
Independent Living Skills 
Assessment if required

No No Yes Ye

Review Extended  
Jurisdiction No No No Yes

Set Next Hearing Yes Yes Yes Yes

Issue Order and 
Provide to Parties Yes Yes Yes Yes



Adversary Hearing Checklist
15 Minutes; up to 25 suggested best practice

 ͠ Identify parties present and served  
 ͠ Inform parents of right to attorney  
 ͠ Determine indigence 
 ͠ DFPS provided notice to relatives 
 ͠ Need for language interpretation 
 ͠ Child Placement Resources Form/efforts to 
identify/locate parties not present

 ͠ Child provided opportunity to provide 
information about possible relative or other 
caregiver

 ͠ Determine if child can be placed with relative 
and note evidence

 ͠ CPS and criminal background checks conducted 
and home studies initiated

 ͠ If child with relative, inform about Permanency 
Care Assistance

 ͠ Indian/Native American Heritage 
 ͠ Temporary Family Visitation Plan 
 ͠ Determine good cause if AAL has not seen child

At Hearing

Statutory

 ͠ Hearing within 14 days of removal unless 
temporary order extended

 ͠ Child’s GAL/AAL appointed 
 ͠ Parties served 

 ͠ &&(-�LGHQWLÀHG�
 ͠ +HDULQJ�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�RI�SHWLWLRQ�ÀOHG�LI�QRQ�
emergency under 262.113

Prior to Hearing

 ͠ 'HWHUPLQH� VXIÀFLHQW� HYLGHQFH� WR� JUDQW� ')36�
TMC of child; if not, return child

 ͠ Document danger to child to return to home 
or remain in home and remaining is home 
is contrary to welfare; reasonable efforts to 
prevent removal and to return child home 

 ͠ If TMC to DFPS, inform parents that rights 
may be terminated or limited 

 ͠ If cite by pub needed, may render temporary 
order anyway

 ͠ Determine aggravated circumstances alleged 
or exist

 ͠ If family violence, protective order  necessary 
or available

 ͠ ,I�FKLOG�YLFWLP�RI�KXPDQ�WUDIÀFNLQJ��SODFHPHQW�
in secure agency foster or group home 

 ͠ Place child with noncustodial parent or relative 
unless not in best interest

 ͠ Determine whether DFPS is able to place child 
with relative or other designated caregiver; 
QRWH�HYLGHQFH�VXSSRUWLQJ�ÀQGLQJ�HLWKHU�ZD\

 ͠ ISSUE COURT ORDER 
 Ɣ Service 
 Ɣ Notice of removal 
 Ɣ Parentage or DNA testing 
 Ɣ Dismissal date 
 Ɣ Transfer CCEJ, if applicable 

At End of Hearing

Court Findings

 ͠ Engage parties with direct questions
 ͠ Review services with parents
 ͠ Set Status Hearing date
 ͠ Open court notice

 ͠ Ask the following questions: 
 Ɣ What is preventing this child from returning  

 home today? 
 Ɣ +RZ�LV�P\�GHFLVLRQ�VSHFLÀF�WR�WKLV�FKLOG�DQG��

 this family?
 Ɣ Are there cultural issues we need to    

 understand? 

Best Practices

 ͠ School stability, education goals, progress, and  
LVVXHV��DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHU

 ͠ Medical care and behavioral or psychiatric care

 ͠ Young adult presence at hearing or opinion 
about education or medical care 

Well-being Issues at Status Hearing
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Updated September 2020

Status Hearing Checklist
15 Minutes; up to 25 suggested best practice

Statutory

 ͠ Identify parties present and served 
 ͠ DFPS due diligence to locate parties 
 ͠ DFPS provided notice to relatives 
 ͠ Need for language interpretation 
 ͠ Inform parents of right to attorney
 ͠ If AAL hasn’t seen client, determine good cause 
 ͠ &KLOG�3ODFHPHQW�5HVRXUFHV�)RUP�ÀOHG
 ͠ Child provided opportunity to provide 
information about possible relative or other 
caregiver

 ͠ If child with relative, inform about Permanency 
Care Assistance

 ͠ Paternity issues/Paternity Registry 
 ͠ Home studies initiated 
 ͠ Review current and alternative placements 
 ͠ Review conservatorship and substitute care of 
the child

 ͠ Indian/Native American Heritage 
 ͠ DFPS held or plans to hold Permanency 
Planning Meeting

 ͠ $GGUHVV�FLWL]HQVKLS�LVVXHV��FRQVXODWH�QRWLÀHG
 ͠ Review child’s medical care 

At Hearing

 ͠ Determine if:
 Ɣ SP developed jointly with parents
 Ɣ Each term reviewed/discussed with parents; 

parents understand
 Ɣ Parents informed of rights with SP process
 Ɣ Noted if parent not able or willing to 

participate in development of SP

 Ɣ Plan has primary and concurrent goal 
 Ɣ Plan is signed by parents and DFPS

 ͠ Parent has opportunity to comment on SP
 ͠ Court can modify SP at any time

Family Plan of Service (SP)

 ͠ Hearing 60 days after DFPS appointed TMC, 
unless aggravated circumstances

 ͠ Persons given 10 days’ notice of hearing 
 ͠ 9LVLWDWLRQ�3ODQ�ÀOHG�OHDVW����GD\V�EHIRUH�
 ͠ )DPLO\�3ODQ�RI�6HUYLFH�ÀOHG�QR�ODWHU�WKDQ���WK�
day after DFPS appointed TMC

 ͠ (GXFDWLRQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHU�IRUP�ÀOHG�

 ͠ 0HGLFDO�FRQVHQW�IRUP�ÀOHG�
 ͠ If parent is unrepresented, inform of right to 
counsel, determine indigency, and appoint 
attorney 

 ͠ Dismissal date set 
 ͠ Child “3 in 30” exam trio performed no later 
than 30th day after child entered TMC of DFPS. 

Prior to Hearing

Visitation Plan (VP)
 ͠ Review VP: 

 Ɣ Age and safety of child at/during visitation
 Ɣ Desires of each parent regarding visitation
 Ɣ Location of each parent and child
 Ɣ Transportation to/from visits
 Ɣ DFPS/other resources available to support  

visitation 

 ͠ Court may modify VP at any time 
 ͠ ,I� ÀQG� YLVLWDWLRQ� QRW� LQ� FKLOG·V� EHVW� LQWHUHVW��
LQFOXGH� LQ� RUGHU� UHDVRQV� DQG� VSHFLÀF� VWHSV�
parent must take to have visitation 



Status H
earing C

hecklist

 ͠ Determine whether SP reasonably tailored for 
VSHFLÀF�LVVXHV�LGHQWLÀHG�E\�')36

 ͠ Determine whether any SP with goal of 
UHXQLÀFDWLRQ� DGHTXDWHO\� HQVXUHV� WKDW�
reasonable efforts made to enable parents to 
provide safe environment for  child

 ͠ Advise/warn parents & parties: 
 Ɣ Custodial rights and duties subject to 

restriction or termination or child not 
returned unless parent demonstrates 
willingness and ability to provide child with 
safe environment

 Ɣ Progress under SP reviewed at all hearings, 
LQFOXGLQJ� UHYLHZ� RI� QHZO\� DFTXLUHG�
knowledge or skills

 ͠ Incorporate SP into court order and render 
DGGLWLRQDO�� DSSURSULDWH� RUGHUV� WR� UHTXLUH�
compliance with  or implement SP

 ͠ ISSUE COURT ORDER:
 Ɣ Dismissal date 
 Ɣ May transfer to court of continuing, exclusive 

jurisdiction, if CCEJ exists

At End of Hearing
Court Findings

 ͠ 6HW� ÀUVW� 3HUPDQHQF\� +HDULQJ� %HIRUH� )LQDO�
Order and announce in open court 

 ͠ (QJDJH�SDUWLHV�ZLWK�GLUHFW�TXHVWLRQV
 Ɣ Do you understand the purpose of the Service 

Plan? 
 ͠ $VN� GLUHFW� DQG� VSHFLÀF� TXHVWLRQV� RI� WKH�
Department about reasonable efforts

 Ɣ What about this plan is reasonably tailored 
WR� DGGUHVV� VSHFLÀF� LVVXHV� SUHVHQW� LQ� 0V��
Smith’s case?

 ͠ $VN�WKH�IROORZLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�
 Ɣ What is preventing this child from returning 

home today?
 Ɣ +RZ�LV�P\�GHFLVLRQ�VSHFLÀF�WR�WKLV�FKLOG�DQG�

this family?
 Ɣ Are there cultural issues we need to 

understand?

Best Practices

 ͠ School stability, education goals, progress, and  
issues, and education decision-maker

 ͠ 0HGLFDO�&RQVHQWHU�PD\�QHHG�WR�EH�LGHQWLÀHG�RU�
updated

 ͠ Review psychiatric care, especially if child or 
youth prescribed psychotropic medication

 ͠ Young adult presence at hearing or opinion 
about education or medical care

Well-being Issues at Status Hearing

Status Hearing Checklist
continued
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Permanency Hearing Before Final Order Checklist
15 Minutes; up to 25 suggested best practice

Statutory

 ͠ Identify those present
 ͠ Child in attendance    
 ͠ DFPS due diligence to locate and serve parties 
not present

 ͠ Parent, alleged father or relative provided 
locating information for absent parents, alleged 
fathers, or relatives

 ͠ Child provided opportunity to provide 
information about possible relative or other 
caregiver

 ͠ If child with relative, inform about Permanency 
Care Assistance  

 ͠ Paternity issues/Paternity Registry 
 ͠ Need for language interpretation 
 ͠ If parent unrepresented, inform of right to 
counsel, determine indigency, and appoint 
attorney

 ͠ Indian/Native American Heritage
 ͠ &LWL]HQVKLS�LVVXHV��FRQVXODWH�QRWLÀHG�
 ͠ Compliance with orders/Service Plan and 
progress made 

 ͠ Parties and those present heard and provided 
opportunity to present evidence 

 ͠ If caregiver is present, must be given opportunity 
to provide information about the child.

 ͠ If AAL has not seen child, determine good cause 
 ͠ Review Permanency Progress Report:

 Ɣ Safety and well-being of child
 Ɣ Child’s needs (medical/special) 
 Ɣ Child’s placement
 Ɣ Evidence as to whether DFPS is able to place 

with relative
 Ɣ Child’s primary and alternative permanency 

goals
 Ɣ ')36� UHDVRQDEOH� HIIRUWV� WR� ÀQDOL]H�

permanency plan
 Ɣ Child provided opportunity to express 

opinion about medical care  

 Ɣ For child receiving psychotropic medication, 
whether child has:
 Ő been provided non-pharmacological 

interventions.
 Ő seen prescribing physician every 90 days 

for review 
 Ɣ &KLOG·V� HGXFDWLRQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHU� LGHQWLÀHG��
HGXFDWLRQ� QHHGV� DQG� JRDOV� LGHQWLÀHG� DQG�
addressed, and major changes in school 
performance or disciplinary events 

 Ɣ If 14 or older, transition services to assist 
from care to independent living 

 Ɣ For child with goal of APPLA:
 Ő child’s desired permanency outcome; and 
 Ő whether APPLA best permanency plan; if 

so, provide compelling reasons why not in 
child’s best interest to:
 ō return home,
 ō adoption,
 ō placed with legal guardian, or
 ō SODFHG�ZLWK�D�ÀW�DQG�ZLOOLQJ�UHODWLYH

 Ő whether DFPS has conducted an 
Independent Living Skills (ILS) 
assessment for all youth 16 and older in 
TMC

 Ő whether DFPS has addressed the goals 
LGHQWLÀHG�LQ�WKH�\RXWK·V�SHUPDQHQF\�SODQ��

 Ő For youth 16 years of age or older, whether 
DFPS has provided documents required 
by Section 264.121(e)

 Ő For youth 18 years or older, or has had 
disabilities of minority removed, whether 
DFPS has provided youth with documents 
and information listed in Section 
264.121(e-1)

 ͠ Child receiving appropriate medical care
 ͠ Child has regular, ongoing opportunities for 
age-appropriate normalcy activities, including 
those not in child’s service plan

At Hearing

 ͠ ,I� ÀUVW� 3+�� VFKHGXOHG� ZLWKLQ� ���� GD\V� DIWHU�
DFPS named TMC

 ͠ If subsequent PH, scheduled within 120 days 
of last PH

 ͠ 10 days’ notice provided 
 ͠ ')36� 3HUPDQHQF\� 3URJUHVV� 5HSRUW� ÀOHG� DW�
least 10 days before PH and includes:   

 Ɣ Child’s Permanency Plan 
 Ɣ Summary of Medical Care   

 ͠ 7KH�FRXUW�ÀOH�LQFOXGHV��
 Ɣ 1RWLÀFDWLRQ�RI�FRQVHQW�IRU�PHGLFDO�FDUH�
 Ɣ Education decision-maker Form 2085-E 
 Ɣ Visitation Plan 

Prior to Permanency Hearing (PH)



P
erm

anency H
earing B

efore Final O
rder C

hecklist

 ͠ Determine whether to return child if parents 
willing and able to provide safe environment 
and in child’s best interest 

 ͠ Advise/warn custodial rights and duties subject 
to restriction or termination 

 ͠ ,QFRUSRUDWH�FKDQJHV�RU�PRGLÀFDWLRQV�WR�6HUYLFH�
Plan into order

 ͠ Likely date child returned home, placed for 
adoption, or placed in PMC

 ͠ Set next PH within 120 days or sooner
 ͠ Announce dismissal date and any upcoming 
hearings

At End of Hearing

Court Findings

 ͠ If lack of notice, consider resetting hearing to 
secure attendance

 ͠ Engage parties with direct questions 
 ͠ Engage youth
 ͠ $VN�')36�GLUHFW���FKLOG�VSHFLÀF�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�
primary and concurrent goal 

 ͠ If not moving to positive permanency, set 
timelines and tasks to be completed prior to 
next hearing 

 ͠ AAL knowledgeable about child’s needs and 
legal objectives

 ͠ Set next PH 90 instead of 120 days
 ͠ For Older Youth: 

 Ɣ Family group decision-making 

 Ɣ Preparation for Adult Living (PAL)
 Ɣ If will turn 18 while in foster care:

 Ő discuss extended foster care and trial 
independence

 Ő ensure referrals to Texas Workforce 
Commission

 Ő ensure appropriate documents in 
possession before leave care

 ͠ Ask the following questions:
 Ɣ What is preventing this child from returning 

home today?
 Ɣ +RZ�LV�P\�GHFLVLRQ�VSHFLÀF�WR�WKLV�FKLOG�DQG�

this family?
 Ɣ Are there cultural issues we need to 

understand?

Best Practices

 ͠ Enrolled and in appropriate grade
 ͠ Remain in current school, even if placement 
changes

 ͠ If change placement, determine:
 Ɣ Where child wants to attend school 
 Ɣ Whether transportation is available
 Ɣ Whether change coordinated with grading 

and testing periods
 Ɣ Whether records/credits transferred 

 ͠ If 0-3, child assessed for developmental 
milestones through ECI

 ͠ If 0-5, enrolled in Early Head Start, Head Start, 
or Pre-Kindergarten

 ͠ Educational Decision-maker/Form 2085E on 
ÀOH

 ͠ School supports and disciplinary issues 
 ͠ Extracurricular activities/normalcy
 ͠ Evaluated for/receiving special education
 ͠ If 14 or older, postsecondary education plan

Education and Educational Decisions

 ͠  Summary of medical care:
 Ɣ Nature of emergency medical care 
 Ɣ All medical and mental health treatment 

receiving and progress 
 Ɣ Any medication prescribed/progress 
 Ɣ Caregiver compliance with treatment plan 

 Ɣ Adverse reaction or side effects 
 Ɣ Diagnosis or diagnostic tests 
 Ɣ Activity to avoid that affect effectiveness of 

treatment
 Ɣ Other info required 

Medical Care and Mental Health
Well-being Issues

Permanency Hearing Before Final Order Checklist
continued



Updated September 2020

Final Hearing Checklist for Non-Jury Trial

Statutory

 ͠ Note appearances of all parties present 
 ͠ Take announcements about readiness to 
proceed to trial

 ͠ Rule on any pending pretrial motions 
 ͠ Opening Statements, unless waived 
 ͠ Presentation of evidence 
 ͠ Closing arguments, unless waived 
 ͠ Evidence

 Ɣ Grounds for termination 
 Ɣ Holley v. Adams Best Interest:

 Ő desires of the child
 Ő emotional and physical needs of child 

now  and in future

 Ő emotional and physical danger to child 
now and in future

 Ő parental abilities of individuals seeking 
custody

 Ő programs available to assist those 
individuals to promote best interest of 
child

 Ő plans for child by these individuals or by 
agency seeking custody

 Ő stability of home or proposed placement
 Ő acts or omissions of parent which may 

indicate that existing parent-child 
relationship not a proper one

 Ő any excuse for acts or omissions of the 
parent

At Hearing

 ͠ Notice provided to parties within 45 days of 
trial 

 ͠ All parties served

 ͠ Legal relief properly plead
 ͠ Compliance with Indian Child Welfare Act, if 
applicable

Prior to Final Hearing

 ͠ Determine if met burden of proof:
 Ɣ Termination of Parental Rights: Clear and 

Convincing Evidence
 Ɣ If ICWA applies: Beyond a Reasonable Doubt
 Ɣ Conservatorship: Preponderance of the 

Evidence 
 ͠ If termination, appoint DFPS or individual as 
managing conservator (MC) 

 ͠ ,I�QR�WHUPLQDWLRQ�DQG�')36�DZDUGHG�0&��ÀQG�
that:

 Ɣ Appointment of parent not in child’s 
EHVW� LQWHUHVW� EHFDXVH� ZRXOG� VLJQLÀFDQWO\�
impair child’s physical health or emotional 
development; and 

 Ɣ Not in child’s best interest to appoint relative 
of child or another person as managing 
conservator

 ͠ If no termination and DFPS awarded MC, 
consider whether: 

 Ɣ The child will turn 18 in not less than 3 
years;

 Ɣ The child is at least 12 years old or has 
continuously expressed a strong desire 
against being adopted; and

 Ɣ Needs and desires of child 
 ͠ Advise parties of right to appeal 
 ͠ Set Permanency Hearing After Final Order 
(PHAFO) within 90 days if MC granted to 
DFPS with termination

 ͠ Set PHAFO within 180 days if MC granted to 
DFPS without termination

At End of Hearing
Court Findings

 ͠ Remind Parent Attorney of appellate duties
 ͠ Set initial hearings sooner than statutorily 
required to ensure progress toward child’s 
permanency goal

 ͠ Continue appointment of child’s attorney ad 
litem (AAL) and guardian ad litem (GAL) until 
child reaches permanency/exits foster care.

Best Practices
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Permanency Hearing After Final Order Checklist
15 Minutes; up to 25 suggested best practice

 ͠ Identify those present 
 ͠ Child in attendance
 ͠ Review DFPS efforts to notify of hearing
 ͠ ,I�$$/�KDV�QRW�VHHQ�FOLHQW��IRUP�ÀOHG
 ͠ Review Permanency Progress Report:

 Ɣ Child’s safety and well-being
 Ɣ Child’s needs (medical/special) 
 Ɣ Child’s placement, noting evidence as to 

whether DFPS can place child with relative
 Ɣ If in institutional care, efforts to ensure least 

restrictive environment
 Ɣ Primary/alternative permanency goals
 Ɣ ')36� UHDVRQDEOH� HIIRUWV� WR� ÀQDOL]H� WKH�

permanency plan:
 Ő due diligence to place for adoption if rights 

terminated and child eligible; or
 Ő APPLA, including appointing relative as 

PMC or returning the child to parent,  
appropriate for child  

 Ɣ For child with APPLA goal:
 Ő desired permanency outcome; and
 Ő whether APPLA best permanency plan; if 

so, compelling reasons why not in child’s 
best interest to:
 ō return home,
 ō be placed for adoption,
 ō be placed with legal guardian, or

 Ɣ %H�SODFHG�ZLWK�ÀW�DQG�ZLOOLQJ�UHODWLYH�
 Ő whether DFPS has conducted an 

Independent Living Skills (ILS) 
assessment for all youth 16 and older in 
TMC or PMC

 Ő whether DFPS has conducted an ILS for 
all youth 14 and older in PMC 

 Ő whether DFPS has addressed the goals 
LGHQWLÀHG�LQ�WKH�\RXWK·V�SHUPDQHQF\�SODQ�

 Ő for youth 16 years of age or older, whether 
DFPS has provided documents required 
by Section 264.121(e)

 Ő for youth 18 years or older, or has had 
disabilities of minority removed, whether 
DFPS has provided youth with documents 
and information listed in Section 
264.121(e-1) 

 Ɣ If 14 or older, services to assist in 
transitioning from care to independent living 
in community 

 Ɣ Receiving appropriate medical care and 
provided opportunity to express opinion on 
medical care 

 Ɣ If receiving psychotropic medication:
 Ő provided appropriate non-pharmacological 

interventions, therapies, or strategies to 
meet needs; or

 Ő seen by prescribing physician, physician 
assistant, or advanced practice nurse at 
least once every 90 days  

 Ɣ Education decision-maker and  education 
QHHGV�DQG�JRDOV�LGHQWLÀHG��PDMRU�FKDQJHV�LQ�
school performance or serious disciplinary 
events

 Ɣ For child in PMC without termination, 
whether DFPS to provide services to parent 
for up to 6 months after PH if:
 Ő child not placed with relative or other 

individual, including foster parent, 
seeking PMC; and

 Ő court determines further efforts at 
UHXQLÀFDWLRQ�ZLWK�SDUHQW�
 ō in best interest of child; and
 ō likely to result in child’s safe return to   

 parent  
 Ɣ ')36�LGHQWLÀHG�IDPLO\�RU�RWKHU�FDULQJ�DGXOW�

with permanent commitment to child
 Ɣ Child provided opportunity to provide 

information about possible relative or other 
caregiver

 Ɣ If child with relative, inform about 
Permanency Care Assistance 

At Hearing

Statutory

 ͠ ,I�SDUHQWDO�ULJKWV� WHUPLQDWHG��ÀUVW�3+�ZLWKLQ�
���GD\V�RI�ÀQDO�RUGHU�

 ͠ ,I�SDUHQW�ULJKWV�QRW�WHUPLQDWHG��ÀUVW�3+�ZLWKLQ�
����GD\V�RI�ÀQDO�RUGHU�

 ͠ 10 days’ notice of hearing

 ͠ ')36� 3HUPDQHQF\� 3URJUHVV� 5HSRUW� ÀOHG� ���
days before hearing; includes 

 Ɣ Summary of Medical Care 
 ͠ 7KH�FRXUW�ÀOH�LQFOXGHV��

 Ɣ 1RWLÀFDWLRQ�RI�FRQVHQW�IRU�PHGLFDO�FDUH�
 Ɣ Education Decision-Maker Form 2085E 

Prior to Permanency Hearing (PH)



P
erm

anency H
earing A

fter Final O
rder C

hecklist

 ͠ Issue court order  ͠ Set next PH within 180 days
At End of Hearing

Court Findings

 ͠ If inadequate notice, consider resetting hearing 
to secure attendance

 ͠ Engage parties with direct questions
 ͠ Engage youth
 ͠ $VN�')36�GLUHFW��FKLOG�VSHFLÀF�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�
both primary and concurrent goal

 ͠ Next PH by 90 or 120 instead of 180 days 
 ͠ For youth who will turn 18 while in care:

 Ɣ Discuss extended foster care and trial 
independence

 Ɣ Ensure referrals to Texas Workforce 
Commission

 Ɣ Ensure delivery of documents before leave 
care

 ͠ Youth advised of eligibility for Family Group 
Decision-Making or Circles of Support to 
discuss future plans

 ͠ Youth enrolled in PAL or provided transitional 
services after 14th birthday 

 ͠ Ask the following questions:
 Ɣ What is preventing this child from returning 

home today?
 Ɣ +RZ�LV�P\�GHFLVLRQ�VSHFLÀF�WR�WKLV�FKLOG�DQG�

this family?
 Ɣ Are there cultural issues we need to 

understand?

Best Practices

 ͠ Enrolled in school/in appropriate grade
 ͠ Remains in current school, if placement change
 ͠ If  placement change, determine:

 Ɣ Where child wants to attend school 
 Ɣ Whether transportation available
 Ɣ Whether change coordinated with grading 

and testing periods
 Ɣ Whether records/credits transferred 

 ͠ If 0-3, child assessed for developmental 
milestones through ECI

 ͠ If 0-5, child enrolled in Early Head Start, Head 
Start, or Pre-Kindergarten

 ͠ Educational Decision-maker Form 2085E on 
ÀOH

 ͠ School supports and disciplinary issues 
 ͠ Extracurricular activities/normalcy
 ͠ Evaluated/receiving special ed services
 ͠ If 14 or older, postsecondary education plan

Education and Educational Decisions

 ͠ Summary of medical care:
 Ɣ Nature of emergency medical care 
 Ɣ All medical and mental health treatment 

receiving and progress 
 Ɣ Any medication prescribed/progress 
 Ɣ Caregiver compliance with treatment plan 

 Ɣ Adverse reaction or side effects 
 Ɣ Diagnosis or diagnostic tests 
 Ɣ Activity to avoid that affect effectiveness of 

treatment
 Ɣ Other info required 

Medical Care and Mental Health
Well-being Issues

 ͠ Determine whether to return child if parents 
$GGUHVV� FLWL]HQVKLS� LVVXHV�� FRQVXODWH�QRWLÀHG��
SIJS

 ͠ Ensure those present given opportunity to 
be heard and if caregiver is present, must be 
allowed to provide information

 ͠ Confer with child about permanency plan 
 ͠ Regular, ongoing opportunities to engage in 
age-appropriate normalcy activities

Permanency Hearing After Final Order Checklist
Continued
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Foster Care & Education Judicial Checklist

 ͠ Child enrolled in and has transportation to current school. 
 ͠ Child remains in current school, regardless of additional placement changes. 
 ͠ School changes occur at the end of grading periods. 
 ͠ 6FKRRO�FKDQJHV�GR�QRW�FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�VWDQGDUGL]HG�WHVWLQJ�RU�ÀQDO�H[DPV��

School Stability

 ͠ DFPS has conservatorship and designated an Education Decision-Maker (EDM). 
 ͠ 3DUHQW�UHWDLQV�RU�RWKHU�SHUVRQ�JLYHQ�VSHFLÀF�HGXFDWLRQ�UHODWHG�ULJKWV�DV�DSSURSULDWH��
 ͠ ')36�SURYLGHG�('0�)RUP������(�WR�FKLOG·V�VFKRRO�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�('0�ÀOHG�ZLWK�
court. 

 ͠ Surrogate parent appointed to make decisions regarding special education if a foster parent is 
XQZLOOLQJ�RU�XQDEOH�WR�IXOÀOO�WKDW�UROH��

Education Decision-Making

 ͠ Children ages 0-3 assessed for Early Childhood Intervention (ECI) services. 
 ͠ Children ages 0-5 enrolled in Early Head Start, Head Start, or Pre-Kindergarten. 

School Readiness

School Enrollment
 ͠ &KLOG�HQUROOHG�LQ�D�QHZ�VFKRRO�ZLWKLQ�WKUHH�VFKRRO�GD\V�LI�D�FKDQJH�ZDV�UHTXLUHG��
 ͠ (GXFDWLRQ�UHFRUG�RU�FUHGLW�WUDQVIHU�LVVXHV�DGGUHVVHG�E\�FRXUW�DV�QHFHVVDU\��

School Placement and School Success
 ͠ :KDW�GRHV�WKH�FKLOG�VD\�DERXW�VFKRRO�DQG�ZKHUH�ZDQWV�WR�DWWHQG"
 ͠ Child in an appropriate school.
 ͠ Child progressing academically and on grade level.
 ͠ Additional school supports addressed as needed.
 ͠ &KLOG�LQYROYHG�LQ�H[WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV�
 ͠ 'LVFLSOLQH�LVVXHV�DGGUHVVHG��WUXDQF\��VXVSHQVLRQ��H[SXOVLRQ��UHVWUDLQWV���
 ͠ &DUHJLYHU�VLJQHG�DQQXDO�IRUP�WR�SURKLELW�FRUSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�DW�VFKRRO��

Post-Secondary Education
 ͠ If the youth is at least grade 9, personal graduation plan created and graduation endorsement chosen 
�WKLV�LV�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�)RXQGDWLRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO�3URJUDP�LQ�67(0��%XVLQHVV�	�,QGXVWU\��3XEOLF�
Services, Arts & Humanities, or Multi-Disciplinary Studies). 

 ͠ Child has a college or career plan. 
 ͠ &KLOG�DQG�KLV�FDUHJLYHUV�NQRZ�DERXW�KLJK�VFKRRO�JUDGXDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DQG�KRZ�WR�SUHSDUH�DQG�
apply for post-secondary education. 

Special Education
 ͠ If needed, child evaluated for special education services.
 ͠ ,I�HOLJLEOH�

 Ɣ 'DWH�RI�FKLOG·V�ODVW�$GPLVVLRQ��5HYLHZ��DQG�'LVPLVVDO��$5'��FRPPLWWHH�PHHWLQJ�
 Ɣ &KLOG�KDV�,QGLYLGXDOL]HG�(GXFDWLRQ�3URJUDP��,(3��WKDW�LV�FXUUHQW��DSSURSULDWH��DQG�LQ�IRUFH�
 Ɣ 7UDQVLWLRQ�SODQQLQJ�FRRUGLQDWHG��EHJLQQLQJ�QR�ODWHU�WKDQ�DJH�����
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Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA)

 ͠ ,Q�D�´FKLOG�FXVWRG\�SURFHHGLQJµ�GHÀQHG�DV�DQ\�DFWLRQ��RWKHU�WKDQ�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�SURFHHGLQJ��WKDW�PD\�
UHVXOW�LQ�D�IRVWHU�FDUH�SODFHPHQW��WHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�SDUHQWDO�ULJKWV��SUH�DGRSWLYH�SODFHPHQW�RU�DGRSWLYH�
SODFHPHQW��DQG���

 ͠ ,QYROYLQJ�DQ�´,QGLDQ�FKLOGµ�GHÀQHG�DV�
 Ɣ 8QPDUULHG��XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI�����DQG�D�PHPEHU�RI�DQ�,QGLDQ�7ULEH��RU
 Ɣ 8QPDUULHG��XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI�����HOLJLEOH�IRU�PHPEHUVKLS�LQ�DQ�,QGLDQ�7ULEH�DQG�LV�WKH�ELRORJLFDO�
FKLOG�RI�D�PHPEHU�RI�D�IHGHUDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�,QGLDQ�7ULEH���

When Does ICWA Apply?

Notice
 ͠ 7KH�FKLOG·V�SDUHQW��,QGLDQ�FXVWRGLDQ��DQG�7ULEH�KDYH�EHHQ�QRWLÀHG�E\�UHJLVWHUHG�PDLO�RU�FHUWLÀHG�PDLO��
UHWXUQ�UHFHLSW�UHTXHVWHG��ZLWK�FRSLHV�WR�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�%,$�5HJLRQDO�'LUHFWRUV��8SRQ�UHTXHVW�RI�D�
SDUW\��WKH�%,$�ZLOO�PDNH�D�UHDVRQDEOH�DWWHPSW�WR�LGHQWLI\�DQG�ORFDWH�WKH�7ULEH��SDUHQWV�RU�,QGLDQ�
FXVWRGLDQ�

 ͠ )LQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�UHFRUG�WKDW�WLPHO\�QRWLFH�ZDV�RU�ZDV�QRW�SURYLGHG�DV�UHTXLUHG�

Foster Care or Pre-adoptive Placement Preferences
 ͠ &KLOG�PXVW�EH�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�OHDVW�UHVWULFWLYH�VHWWLQJ�WKDW�PRVW�DSSUR[LPDWHV�D�IDPLO\��WDNLQJ�LQWR�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�VLEOLQJ�DWWDFKPHQW��DOORZV�WKH�,QGLDQ�FKLOG·V�VSHFLDO�QHHGV��LI�DQ\��WR�EH�PHW��DQG�LV�LQ�
UHDVRQDEOH�SUR[LPLW\�WR�WKH�,QGLDQ�FKLOG·V�KRPH��H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\��RU�VLEOLQJV��

 ͠ :KHUH�WKH�7ULEH�KDV�QRW�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�GLIIHUHQW�RUGHU��SUHIHUHQFH�PXVW�EH�JLYHQ��LQ�GHVFHQGLQJ�RUGHU�
WR�����H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\������D�IRVWHU�KRPH�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�7ULEH������DQ�,QGLDQ�IRVWHU�KRPH�OLFHQVHG�RU�
DSSURYHG�E\�DQ�DXWKRUL]HG�QRQ�,QGLDQ�OLFHQVLQJ�DXWKRULW\��RU�����DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�DSSURYHG�
E\�DQ�,QGLDQ�7ULEH�RU�RSHUDWHG�E\�DQ�,QGLDQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZKLFK�KDV�D�SURJUDP�VXLWDEOH�WR�PHHW�WKH�
FKLOG·V�QHHGV�

 ͠ 7KH�FRXUW�PXVW��ZKHUH�DSSURSULDWH��DOVR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�SUHIHUHQFH�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�FKLOG�RU�WKH�,QGLDQ�
FKLOG·V�SDUHQW��

 ͠ ,I�DQ\�SDUW\�DVVHUWV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�JRRG�FDXVH�QRW�WR� IROORZ�WKH�SODFHPHQW�SUHIHUHQFHV��WKH�UHDVRQV�
IRU�WKDW�EHOLHI�RU�DVVHUWLRQ�PXVW�EH�VWDWHG�RUDOO\�RQ�WKH�UHFRUG�RU�SURYLGHG�LQ�ZULWLQJ�WR�WKH�SDUWLHV�
DQG�WKH�FRXUW��7KH�SDUW\�VHHNLQJ�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�WKH�SODFHPHQW�SUHIHUHQFHV�VKRXOG�EHDU�WKH�EXUGHQ�
RI�SURYLQJ�E\�FOHDU�DQG�FRQYLQFLQJ�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�¶¶JRRG�FDXVH··�WR�GHSDUW�IURP�WKH�SODFHPHQW�
SUHIHUHQFHV��$�FRXUW·V�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�JRRG�FDXVH�WR�GHSDUW�IURP�WKH�SODFHPHQW�SUHIHUHQFHV�PXVW�EH�
PDGH�RQ�WKH�UHFRUG�RU�LQ�ZULWLQJ�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�EDVHG�RQ�RQH�RU�PRUH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��
��� 7KH�UHTXHVW�RI�RQH�RU�ERWK�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�FKLOG·V�SDUHQWV��LI�WKH\�DWWHVW�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�UHYLHZHG�WKH�

SODFHPHQW�RSWLRQV��LI�DQ\��WKDW�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�RUGHU�RI�SUHIHUHQFH�
��� 7KH�UHTXHVW�RI�WKH�FKLOG��LI�WKH�FKLOG�LV�RI�VXIÀFLHQW�DJH�DQG�FDSDFLW\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�

WKDW�LV�EHLQJ�PDGH��
��� 7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�VLEOLQJ�DWWDFKPHQW�WKDW�FDQ�EH�PDLQWDLQHG�RQO\�WKURXJK�D�SDUWLFXODU�SODFHPHQW��

or
��� 7KH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�SK\VLFDO��PHQWDO��RU�HPRWLRQDO�QHHGV�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�FKLOG��VXFK�DV�VSHFLDOL]HG�

WUHDWPHQW� VHUYLFHV� WKDW�PD\� EH� XQDYDLODEOH� LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� ZKHUH� IDPLOLHV� ZKR�PHHW� WKH�
SODFHPHQW�SUHIHUHQFHV�OLYH�

Each Tribe determines eligibility for membership or enrollment, not the court.

If ICWA applies, please also refer to NCJFCJ ICWA Checklists.

If not sure, but there is reason to believe the child might be an Indian child, 
NOTIFY!
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Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA)
continued

 ͠ Threshold for Removal of the Child 
 Ɣ &OHDU�DQG�FRQYLQFLQJ�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�FXVWRG\�RI�WKH�FKLOG�E\�WKH�SDUHQW�RU�,QGLDQ�FXVWRGLDQ�LV�OLNHO\�
WR�UHVXOW�LQ�VHULRXV�HPRWLRQDO�RU�SK\VLFDO�GDPDJH�WR�WKH�FKLOG��7KH�HYLGHQFH�PXVW�VKRZ�D�FDXVDO�
UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� WKH� SDUWLFXODU� FRQGLWLRQV� LQ� WKH� KRPH� DQG� WKH� OLNHOLKRRG� WKDW� FRQWLQXHG�
FXVWRG\�RI�WKH�FKLOG�ZLOO�UHVXOW�LQ�VHULRXV�HPRWLRQDO�RU�SK\VLFDO�GDPDJH�

 Ɣ 0XVW�LQFOXGH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�D�́ TXDOLÀHG�H[SHUW�ZLWQHVVµ�ZKR�LV�TXDOLÀHG�WR�WHVWLI\�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�WKH�
FKLOG·V�FRQWLQXHG�FXVWRG\�E\�WKH�SDUHQW�RU�,QGLDQ�FXVWRGLDQ�LV�OLNHO\�WR�UHVXOW�LQ�VHULRXV�HPRWLRQDO�
RU�SK\VLFDO�GDPDJH�WR�WKH�FKLOG�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�TXDOLÀHG�WR�WHVWLI\�DV�WR�WKH�SUHYDLOLQJ�VRFLDO�DQG�
FXOWXUDO�VWDQGDUGV�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�FKLOG·V�WULEH��

 Ɣ )LQGLQJ�RI�´$FWLYH�(IIRUWVµ�WR�SUHYHQW�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�EUHDNXS�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�IDPLO\�DQG�WKDW�WKRVH�
HIIRUWV�KDYH�EHHQ�XQVXFFHVVIXO��

 ͠ Threshold for Termination of Parental Rights
 Ɣ (YLGHQFH�EH\RQG�D�UHDVRQDEOH�GRXEW�WKDW�FXVWRG\�RI�WKH�FKLOG�E\�WKH�SDUHQW�RI�,QGLDQ�FXVWRGLDQ�
LV�OLNHO\�WR�UHVXOW�LQ�VHULRXV�HPRWLRQDO�RU�SK\VLFDO�GDPDJH�WR�WKH�FKLOG�DQG�D�FDXVDO�UHODWLRQVKLS��

 Ɣ 6XSSRUWHG�E\�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�D�´TXDOLÀHG�H[SHUW�ZLWQHVVµ��
 Ɣ )LQGLQJ�WKDW�´$FWLYH�(IIRUWVµ�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�EUHDNXS�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�IDPLO\�DQG�WKDW�
WKRVH�HIIRUWV�KDYH�EHHQ�XQVXFFHVVIXO��

Special Evidentiary Rules

Best practices for Active Efforts include:��L��HDUO\�FRQWDFW�DQG�DFWLYH�HQJDJHPHQW�
ZLWK�WKH�FKLOG·V�7ULEH���LL��KLJKHU�OHYHO�RI�HIIRUWV�XVLQJ�PHWKRGV�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�VHUYLFHV�
WKDW�DUH�FXOWXUDOO\�DSSURSULDWH��DQG��LLL��FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�VSLULW�RI�,&:$�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�
RI�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�WUDXPD��5HPHPEHU�WKDW�DFWLYH�HIIRUWV�PXVW�EH�GRFXPHQWHG�LQ�GHWDLO�LQ�
WKH�UHFRUG�



Updated September 2020

Eligibility 
 ͠ All children in DFPS conservatorship and young adults in extended foster care or those young adults 
who have returned to extended foster care, up to age 22. 

 ͠ All youth who turned 18 in foster care and received healthcare through Medicaid (STAR Health or 
other), but who did not return to extended foster care, are covered under STAR Health under the 
Affordable Care Act up to Age 21, and STAR or STAR+PLUS Medicaid up to age 26. 

 Ɣ Former foster care children who are under the age of 21, but who are not eligible for the FFCC 
program because the youth did not receive Medicaid at the time he/she aged out of care, receive 
coverage through the Medicaid for Transitioning Youth (MTFCY) program if they do not have other 
healthcare coverage and meet program rules for income.

Information Required in DFPS Permanency Review Hearing Court Reports:
 ͠ Nature of any emergency medical care provided to child and circumstances necessitating care, include 
injury or acute illness of child.

 ͠ All medical and mental health treatment child is receiving and child’s progress with treatment (this 
includes ANY physical, dental, vision, mental health issues, and long-term services and supports).

 ͠ Any medication prescribed for child, condition, diagnosis, and symptoms for which medication was 
prescribed, and child’s progress with medication.

 ͠ For child receiving psychotropic medication:
 Ɣ Any psychosocial therapies, behavior strategies, or other nonpharmacological interventions 

provided to child; and
 Ɣ The child has seen or is seeing his/her prescribing physician, physician assistant or advanced 

practice nurse every 90 days. 
 ͠ Degree to which child or foster care provider complied or failed to comply with any plan of medical 
treatment for child.

 ͠ Any adverse reaction to, or side effects of, any medical treatment provided to child.
 ͠ $Q\� VSHFLÀF�PHGLFDO� FRQGLWLRQ� RI� FKLOG� GLDJQRVHG� RU� IRU�ZKLFK� WHVWV� DUH� EHLQJ� FRQGXFWHG� WR�PDNH�
diagnosis.

 ͠ Any activity child should avoid or engage in that might impact effectiveness of treatment, including 
physical activities, other medications, and diet.

 ͠ Other info required by DFPS or rule of court. 

Medical and Mental Health Care for Foster Youth
Physical (including immunizations), dental, vision, behavioral health, prescription drugs, 
and long-term services and supports for children in foster care are covered by Superior 
HealthPlan Network, contracted by HHSC to administer the STAR Health program.  

Additional Requirements that Courts Should Monitor:
 ͠ Child has been provided the opportunity to comment on the medical care being provided. 
 ͠ DFPS has provided any parent who retains rights notice of initial prescriptions or changes in dosage.
 ͠ Each AAL and GAL has reviewed the medical care. 
 ͠ Each AAL and GAL has elicited from client his/her view on the medical care being provided. 
 ͠ AAL has advised youth 16 and older of the right to request medical consenter designation from the 
court. 

 ͠ &KLOG�UHFHLYHG�LQLWLDO�FRPSUHKHQVLYH��SUHYHQWLYH�7H[DV�+HDOWK�6WHSV�PHGLFDO�FKHFNXS�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�
of entering conservatorship.

 ͠ &KLOG�UHFHLYHG�PHGLFDO���'D\�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�WKLUG�EXVLQHVV�GD\�DIWHU�WKH�FKLOG�
is removed from the child’s home. 

 ͠ Child received a Texas Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) 2.0 behavioral health 
DVVHVVPHQW�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�RI�HQWHULQJ�FRQVHUYDWRUVKLS�LI�DJHG������\HDUV��



Updated September 2020

:KDW�LV�FKLOG�ODERU�WUDIÀFNLQJ"
 ͠ A person knowingly:

 Ɣ 7UDIÀFNHG�FKLOG�ZLWK�LQWHQW�WKDW�WKH�FKLOG�HQJDJH�LQ�IRUFHG�ODERU�RU�VHUYLFHV��25
 Ɣ 5HFHLYHG�D�EHQHÀW�IURP�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�D�YHQWXUH�WKDW�LQYROYHV�IRUFHG�FKLOG�ODERU�RU�VHUYLFHV�LQFOXGLQJ�
NQRZLQJO\�UHFHLYLQJ�IRUFHG�FKLOG�ODERU�RU�VHUYLFHV�

 ͠ &KLOG�XQGHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WUDIÀFNHU·V�NQRZOHGJH�

+XPDQ�7UDIÀFNLQJ�-XGLFLDO�&KHFNOLVW

8QGHU�ZKDW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�ZLOO�')36�LQYHVWLJDWH�WUDIÀFNLQJ"
 ͠ ,I�D�SHUVRQ�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�FKLOG·V�FDUH��FXVWRG\��RU�ZHOIDUH�

 Ɣ &RPSHOOHG� RU� HQFRXUDJHG� WKH� FKLOG� WR� HQJDJH� LQ� VH[XDO� FRQGXFW� LQFOXGLQJ� FKLOG� VH[� WUDIÀFNLQJ��
SURVWLWXWLRQ��RU�FRPSHOOLQJ�SURVWLWXWLRQ��

 Ɣ .QRZLQJO\�FDXVHG��SHUPLWWHG��HQFRXUDJHG��HQJDJHG�LQ��RU�DOORZHG�D�FKLOG�WR�EH�WUDIÀFNHG�IRU�VH[�RU�
ODERU��25

 Ɣ )DLOHG�WR�PDNH�D�UHDVRQDEOH�HIIRUW�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�FKLOG�IURP�EHLQJ�WUDIÀFNHG�IRU�VH[�RU�ODERU�

 ͠ $�SHUVRQ�NQRZLQJO\�WUDQVSRUWHG��HQWLFHG��UHFUXLWHG��KDUERUHG��SURYLGHG��RU�RWKHUZLVH�REWDLQHG�WKH�FKLOG�
E\�DQ\�PHDQV��$1'

 Ɣ &DXVHG�WKH�FKLOG�WR�HQJDJH�LQ��RU�EHFRPH�WKH�YLFWLP�RI��DQ�HQXPHUDWHG�VH[�RIIHQVH��
 Ɣ 5HFHLYHG�D�EHQHÀW�IURP�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�D�YHQWXUH�WKDW�LQYROYHV�DQ�HQXPHUDWHG�VH[�RIIHQVH��25
 Ɣ (QJDJHG�LQ�VH[XDO�FRQGXFW�ZLWK�D�WUDIÀFNHG�FKLOG

 ͠ &KLOG�XQGHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WUDIÀFNHU·V�NQRZOHGJH�

+DV�FKLOG�EHHQ�YLFWLP�RI�VH[�WUDIÀFNLQJ"

,I�FKLOG�KDV�EHHQ�PLVVLQJ�IURP�IRVWHU�FDUH��ZHUH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VWHSV�WDNHQ"
 ͠ ')36�PDGH�UHSRUW��

 Ɣ 7R�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&HQWHU�IRU�0LVVLQJ�DQG�([SORLWHG�&KLOGUHQ��1&0(&��QR�ODWHU�
WKDQ����KRXUV�DIWHU�OHDUQLQJ�D�FKLOG�LV�PLVVLQJ�RU�DEGXFWHG�

 ͠ :LWKLQ� ��� KRXUV� RI� OHDUQLQJ� FKLOG� PLVVLQJ� RU� UHWXUQHG� WR� FDUH� DIWHU� PLVVLQJ�� ')36� QRWLÀHG� ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW��FRXUW��FKLOG·V�$$/�DQG�*$/��DQG�SDUHQWV��XQOHVV�QR�NQRZQ�ORFDWLRQ��735��RU�UHOLQTXLVKPHQW��

 ͠ :KLOH�D�FKLOG�LV�PLVVLQJ��')36�PDNHV�FRQWLQXLQJ�HIIRUWV�WR�ORFDWH�WKH�FKLOG�LQFOXGLQJ�PRQWKO\�FRQWDFWV�
ZLWK�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�IRUPHU�FDUHJLYHUV�DQG�VXSHUYLVRU\�OHYHO�UHYLHZ

 ͠ $IWHU�D�PLVVLQJ�FKLOG�UHWXUQV�WR�FDUH��')36�LQWHUYLHZHG�WKH�FKLOG�DERXW�ZK\�WKH�FKLOG�ZDV�PLVVLQJ��
ZKHUH� WKH� FKLOG� VWD\HG�ZKLOH�PLVVLQJ�� DQG�ZKHWKHU� WKH� FKLOG�ZDV� D� YLFWLP� RI� VH[� WUDIÀFNLQJ�ZKLOH�
PLVVLQJ

$UH�WKHUH�DQ\�UHG�ÁDJV�WR�KHOS�LGHQWLI\�FKLOG�WUDIÀFNLQJ�YLFWLPV"
 ͠ 0XOWLSOH�UXQDZD\V�IURP�IRVWHU�FDUH�SODFHPHQW�LQ�D�VKRUW�SHULRG�RI�WLPH�
 ͠ &KDQJHV�LQ�VFKRRO�DWWHQGDQFH�KDELWV��DSSHDUDQFH��VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�VWDWXV�DQG�SRVVHVVLRQV��IULHQG�JURXSV��
LQWHUHVWV��VFKRRO�DFWLYLWLHV��YRFDEXODU\��GHPHDQRU��DWWLWXGH��DQG�VH[XDO�EHKDYLRU

 ͠ 8QH[SODLQHG�LQMXULHV��EUXLVLQJ��VZHOOLQJ��UHGQHVV��FLJDUHWWH�EXUQV�
 ͠ 7DWWRRV�RU�EUDQGLQJ
 ͠ +RWHO�NH\�FDUGV�RU�UHÀOODEOH�JLIW�FDUGV


